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YEMEN COUNTRY PROFILE 

USAID is supporting Yemen’s recovery and creating a stronger foundation for lasting peace.
Yemen is suffering the largest humanitarian crisis in the world, exacerbated by eight years of 
civil war. The protracted conflict has resulted in the destruction of infrastructure, livelihoods, and 
social services, and weakened the resilience of communities and governance systems. USAID 
programs stabilize the economy, rebuild basic education and health systems, promote inclusion 
and reduce conflict, improve access to safe drinking water, and address new challenges such 
as the COVID-19 pandemic. 

OUR WORK

ECONOMIC GROWTH 

USAID supports economic institutions to prevent further economic deterioration and encourages 
the private sector to plan for and play a positive and inclusive role in the country’s return to 
stability. USAID partners with the Central Bank of Yemen to institute macroeconomic reforms to 
stabilize Yemen’s fragile economy and function as an independent institution to manage its 
money supply and foreign exchange reserves and regulate private banks. Support to the 
Ministry of Finance improves budget planning and execution processes and revenue generation 
while assistance to Yemen’s port authorities helps enhance the flow of goods within, into, and 
out of Yemen. USAID helps Yemenis improve their lives by promoting growth of the fisheries 
sector, increasing farm productivity, establishing market links, and helping small- and medium-
sized enterprises increase employment and business income. 

EDUCATION 

USAID works to meet Yemeni children’s immediate educational needs while supporting long-
term efforts to rebuild the education system that has been decimated from years of conflict. In 
partnership with development partners and the Yemeni Ministry of Education, USAID increases 
access to quality education services for vulnerable and conflict-affected children, including girls 
and children with disabilities. USAID trains teachers, provides schools with educational 
equipment and teaching and learning materials, and supports classroom-based learning for out-
of-school children, particularly girls and children in internally displaced people camps. To 
prevent school dropouts, USAID has developed remedial and accelerated, non-formal education 
classes, and distance and home learning programs to support students whose schools closed 
due to insecurity, disease outbreaks, and climate shocks. 

GOVERNANCE, PEACE, AND STABILITY 

USAID promotes responsive governance, community-led peace and reconciliation processes, 
and the protection of human rights. In early 2023, the Mission launched three new programs to 
continue building a foundation for peace and stability. These programs will strengthen local and 
national governance through technical and consensus-building training, encourage public and 
civil society engagement in government policies and decision-making, and support women 
within government and civil society to participate safely and meaningfully in governance, peace, 
and political processes. The programs will also help advance child and youth protection by 
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strengthening community resilience and amplifying opportunities for young people, and will 
foster community cohesion and reconciliation through activities that mitigate disputes and 
promote engagement between people from different groups. 

HEALTH 

USAID partners with the ROYG and other local partners to improve reproductive health, 
maternal, newborn, and child health, and nutrition services; promote healthy behaviors; and 
strengthen the health sector, particularly community and primary healthcare services. To bolster 
Yemen’s resilience to COVID-19, USAID coordinated a U.S. government donation of more than 
300,000 COVID-19 vaccines and supported the donation with training health care workers, 
transport of vaccines to health facilities, cold storage capabilities to preserve vaccine 
effectiveness, oxygen to COVID-19 isolation units, and efforts to encourage communities to 
increase vaccination rates, as well as sharing awareness and prevention messages to help curb 
the spread of the virus. 

WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE (WASH) 

USAID improves access to safe and sustainable water and sanitation for vulnerable Yemenis 
and increases their knowledge of good hygiene. Through training, USAID helps water and 
sanitation providers deliver services. More than 15 million people in Yemen do not have access 
to basic water and sanitation. USAID helps rehabilitate water systems including solarization, 
repair sewage network pipelines, builds household latrines, and rehabilitates WASH facilities in 
schools. USAID also provides hygiene awareness training sessions to prevent the spread of 
communicable diseases such as cholera and COVID-19.  

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

As the largest humanitarian assistance donor to Yemen, USAID works to reduce the risk of 
famine and severe malnutrition, communicable disease outbreaks, and reduce life-threatening 
effects of Yemen’s conflict and economic crises. USAID’s health, WASH, nutrition, and food 
security programs work to prevent famine and severe malnutrition in areas most at risk of 
famine. With more than 17 million people facing dire food insecurity, USAID provides food 
assistance, largely through Title II funding. USAID prioritizes communities in emergency and 
catastrophic levels of food insecurity. USAID also advocates to protect civilians and civilian 
infrastructure, commercial imports, and humanitarian access to vulnerable communities in 
Yemen. 

CONTACT 

Mission  Headquarters 

Program Office      Yemen Desk 
USAID/Yemen      U.S. Agency for International Development 
Yemen Affairs Unit       1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) 
Phone +966-11-835-4000 
Email program.yemen@usaid.gov         

Washington, DC, USA 20523 
Phone +1-202-712-0125 

Email yemendesk@usaid.gov 
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